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PRESIDENCY 


Trump says Russia 
allegations ‘a hoax’ 


In impromptu interview, he 
claims Mueller will be fair, 
says ‘no collusion’ 16 times 


FROM WIRE REPORTS 
WEST PALM BEACH, Fila. 


— President Donald Trump said 
Thursday that he believes Robert 


fairly, contradicting members of his 
party who have waged a weekslong 
campaign to try to discredit Mueller 
and the continuing inquiry. 

During an impromptu 30-min- 
ute interview with The New York 
Times at his golf club in West Palm 
Beach, the president did not de- 
mand an end to the Mueller inves- 
tigation and others swirling around 


Greg Lovett/The Associated Press 
President Donald Trump waves to supporters from his motorcade 


DALLAS COUNTY SCHOOLS 


$3M in 
bribes 
alleged 


Documents: Key conspirator 
will plead guilty, testify in 


Mueller, the special counsel in the case against bus agency 


Russia investigation, will treat him 


en route to his Mar-a-Lago estate from Trump International Golf 


See INQUIRY Page 10A Club Thursday in West Palm Beach, Fla. 


By SCOTT FRIEDMAN 
KXAS-TV (NBC5) 
and EVA-MARIE AYALA 
Staff Writer 


COTTON BOWL CLASSIC | SOUTHERN CAL VS. OHIO STATE 7:30 P.M. TODAY (ESPN) 


Before the game, a little battle 


A key conspirator in a scheme 
that allegedly funneled millions in 
bribes and kickbacks to a top Dallas 
County Schools official has agreed 
to plead guilty to money launder- 
ing conspiracy charges, court papers 
show. 

Documents detailing the plea deal 
with New Orleans businessman Slat- 
er Swartwood Sr. also offer insight 
into prosecutors’ investigation into 
the financial demise of the embattled 
busing agency. 

Prosecutors allege Swartwood 
was the middle man in a scheme that 
moved bribes and kickbacks from a 
school bus camera company to the 
top DCS official in exchange for ac- 
tion on $70 million in business deals 
with DCS. 


See FILING Page 2A 


Big gains 
for gene 
therapy 


Advances raise hopes for 
fixing root cause of diseases 


FROM WIRE REPORTS 
Photos by Rose Baca/Staff Photographer 


Drummer Carter Smith and the Ohio State University Marching Band performed for the public at Klyde Warren Park in Dallas on Thursday 


. pe . After decad fh d high 
during the annual Battle of the Bands as part of the festivities leading up to today’s Cotton Bowl game. ee ne 


promise, this was the year scientists 
really showed they could doctor 
DNA to successfully treat diseases. 


wo of the best-known college marching bands in Kai Bauer herni 
. i and hie fellow Gene therapies to treat cancer and 
the nation showed off their talents at Klyde War- Pe aN even to pull off the biblical-sounding 


feat of helping the blind to see were 
approved by U.S. regulators, estab- 
lishing gene manipulation as a new 
mode of medicine. 


ren Park in Dallas on Thursday as part of the 
Cotton Bowl Classic football game today at AT&T Sta- 


kept the tem- 
po for the USC 
Trojan March- 


dium. The annual Battle of the Bands pitted Ohio State’s ing Band dur- ; 
: > O ing the friendly Almost 20 years ago, a teen’s 
The Best Damn Band in the Land” against USC’s “The Sie, death in a gene experiment put a 
Greatest Marching Band in the History of the Universe.” eal oo et ha been a ele to 
. . of outsized expectations. Now, sev- 
The bands will also perform today at halftime. eral experimental successes have 
VIEW a video from the “battle” at dallasnews.com/video 
READ our Cotton Bowl preview coverage in SportsDay See REGULATORS Page 34 
SEXUAL HARASSMENT SCANDALS NATION SPORTSDAY Clouds, the sun 


Alabama officially certifies 
Jones’ Senate victory 


Alabama certified the results of 
Democratic candidate Doug Jones’ 


Manziel moves one step 


closer to comeback in CFL 


The Canadian Football League 
says it will approve a contract for 
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Congress targets own misconduct 


. Bipartisan þill taking announced they won't seek New York Sen. Kirsten Gil- Senate victory after a judge denied former Texas A&M quarterback Metro back pagè 
2 ; ; re-election in the wake of _ librand, a prominent Dem- opponent Roy Moore's complaint ieli i 
aim at Ca itol Hill : > ‘ , Johnny Manziel if one is reached 
AN p : sexual misconduct allega- ocrat who has made sexual alleging:electiomtraud: 6A with the Hamilton Tiger-Cats. 2C n agr ea is 
; policies gains traction tions. assault legislation the focus Also: Even before the current Also: TCU, down 21-3 in the first sean 6-8A ars 5D 
: Lawmakers say the Con- of her tenure. She released cold snap in the northern U.S., the toes 
By NICOLE COBLER À mae ; Baas half, rallies to take Alamo. 6C World 11,43,16A 
gressional Harassment a similar bill last month, Energy Department was projecting Editorials “A GUIDE 


Washington Bureau 
nicole.cobler@dallasnews.com 


WASHINGTON — Tex- 
as Sens. John Cornyn and 
Ted Cruz are backing a bi- 
partisan bill to curb sexual 
harassment in Congress 
after a handful of lawmak- 
ers have either resigned or 


Reform Act would bring 
transparency to Congress 
complicated workplace 
misconduct policy and al- 
low those reporting sex- 
ual harassment to decide 
whether or not the claim 
should be public. 

The bill is the work of 


but with Cornyn, the Sen- 
ate’s No. 2 Republican, and 
seven other GOP senators 
on board, this version could 
pick up steam. 

“Congress should never 
be above the law or play by 


see BIPARTISAN Page 2A 


rising heating costs. 6A 


WORLD 

At least 41 killed in attack 
on Shiite center in Kabul 

A bombing at a Shiite cultural 
center in Kabul, Afghanistan, leaves 


at least 41 people dead and dozens 
wounded. 11A 


BUSINESS 


2017 was a dynamic year 
for North Texas real estate 
With close to 100,000 jobs added 
in Dallas-Fort Worth this year, 
demand for all kinds of real estate 
grew in the area, Steve Brown 


writes. 1D 
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